
SOME DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW 1:18-25
(Do the easier ones first)

18 The mother of Jesus Christ was Mary.
And this is how the birth of Jesus came about.

Mary was engaged to marry Joseph. 
But before they married, 
she learned that she was going to have a baby. 
She was pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

19 Mary’s husband, Joseph, was a good man. 
He did not want to disgrace her in public, 
so he planned to divorce her secretly.
20 While Joseph thought about this, 
an angel of the Lord came to him in a dream. 
The angel said, 

“Joseph, descendant of David, 
don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife. 
The baby in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21 She will give birth to a son. 
You will name the son Jesus.
Give him that name 
because he will save his people from their sins.”

22 All this happened to make clear the full meaning 
of what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

23 “The virgin will be pregnant. 
She will have a son, 
and they will name him Immanuel."
This name means “God is with us.”

24 When Joseph woke up, he did 
what the Lord’s angel had told him to do. 
Joseph married Mary. 
25 But he did not have intimate relations with her 
until she gave birth to the son. 
And Joseph named the son Jesus.

Easier Questions and
=> Harder Questions 

1 Is ‘Christ’ a name? 

2 What had Mary and Joseph promised to do?

3 In this passage, what are the different names for God?

4 What is an angel? 

5 Who was Joseph’s ancestor? 

6 Is Joseph’s ancestor important?

7 Was Mary pregnant because she had sexual relations with a man?

8 What are 'sins'?

9 What is the opposite of ‘he will save his people from 
their sins’?

10 What does a prophet do?

11 What is a virgin?

12 What is the opposite of ‘God is with us’?

13 Where do the names for Mary’s son come from?

14 Why are the names for Mary’s son important?

15 Is Jesus Joseph's son? 



Retell in past present and future. Imagine that Jesus is now a baby. Use the words in the list below:

angel
became
born

David
God
husband

Jesus
learned
man

marry
named
pregnant

promised
prophet 
save

son
stop
the Holy Spirit

us
want
with 

Matthew 1:18-25 (Jesus’ birth) Retell Jesus’ Birth

18 The mother of Jesus Christ was Mary.
And this is how the birth of Jesus came about.

Mary was engaged to marry Joseph. But before 
they married, she learned that she was going to 
have a baby. She was pregnant by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

19 Mary’s husband, Joseph, was a good man. He 
did not want to disgrace her in public, so he 
planned to divorce her secretly.

20 While Joseph thought about this, an angel of the
Lord came to him in a dream. The angel said, 

“Joseph, descendant of David, 
don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife. 
The baby in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21 She will give birth to a son. 
You will name the son Jesus.
Give him that name because
he will save his people from their sins.”

22 All this happened to make clear the full meaning
of what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

23 “The virgin will be pregnant. 
She will have a son, 
and they will name him Immanuel."
This name means “God is with us.”

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the Lord’s 
angel had told him to do. Joseph married Mary. 
25 But he did not have intimate relations with her 
until she gave birth to the son. And Joseph named 
the son Jesus.

PAST
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Long, long ago,
God promised that King David would have a special descendant.
God’s __________ said that a virgin would become pregnant and have a son. 
The prophet said that people would call this son Immanuel, which means God is __________ us.
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Not too long ago,
Joseph and Mary promised to become __________ and wife.
The Holy Spirit caused the virgin Mary to become __________.
Joseph __________ that Mary was pregnant.
Joseph thought that Mary had been with another __________.
Joseph did not __________ to take Mary as his wife.
Joseph was going to quietly __________ the wedding plans.

Joseph had a dream.
In the dream, God’s __________ spoke to Joseph.
God’s angel told Joseph to __________ Mary.
The angel explained that __________ had caused the virgin Mary to become pregnant.
God’s angel told Joseph that Mary would have a __________. 
The angel told Joseph to name the son __________ because he would save his people from their sins.
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More recently,
Joseph and Mary __________ husband and wife.
A son was __________ into the home of Joseph and Mary.
Joseph __________ this son Jesus.

PRESENT
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Joseph is a descendant of King __________.
Jesus is the __________ descendant of David.
Jesus has come into the world from __________.
God is with __________.

FUTURE 23 The man who is named Jesus will __________ his people from their sins.


